Whence Come,
and Whither Go?

Cultural-Biology, Life-Coherent Distinctions,
and the Future of Humanness.

Distilling the Academic White Paper
by Dr. Bichara Sahely.
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\‘* We come from S We go toward _
\'j living relation. conserved relation.

Ty
_ . The Insight: This is not a The Consequence: The /l
' metaphysical question, but a future is not a destination
[ ‘ \ 4 biological one. Human beings waiting ahead of us. It is :
sk it as living, molecular- being generated now by
opoietic organisms. W




N

Life as Organism-Niche >
Coherence (UDEON) LW =

N\

The Organism
Autonomous in operation.
A closed network
continuously

producing itself.

>\ The Niche
/4

Essential to existence.
The domain that makes
living possible.

The 1st Life-Coherent Distinction "“\
The organism is distinct from its niche, but not separate from it. |

Autonomy in operation; dependence in existence.
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StruCtural Coup]ing and . Structural Coupling: The recurrent congruent .

change between organism and niche. The

COI]SE]_‘V@d D]_‘ift environment does not determine the organism;

they undergo reciprocal perturbation.

The River of Conserved Drift




From Bodyhood
to Relational Space

Conceptually

distinguishable .
elational space
(Provides sensation, doe§ not l:nean (Provides meaning,
movement, capacity) ex1stentlally identity, norms)

separable.

Humanness does not occur in physiology alone. To wound relational space is to
wound bodies; to repair relational space restores the conditions for human living.
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The Two Wombs of Humanness

Cultural Womb (Languaging) i Cultural Pain

We inherit distinctions—what ' Much human pain is

counts as real, valuable, sacred, Iy culturally generated. A child

or shameful—before we can _ N may live an undeserved

reflect on them. Y devaluation as if it were
WL legitimate because the

Biological Womb (Love & Play) ——a =0 Culture conserved it.

Originates in mother-child play,
touch, food-sharing, and
tenderness. The self appears in
relation, not isolation.
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Reflection: Culture

| H“\:-x"ax
Becoming Visible to Itself '

|

’ Unreflected Culture \\e R

Inherited distinctions are lived blindly.
e
A |"f ‘. |

)
)

Suffering and domination reproduce unseen.

The future is blind drift. ‘ -
/7/
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, Reflection
~ Notdetached abstraction, =
I. but ‘widened living'—an =
 arrestinthe flow of living



The Discipline of Domains

Biology |
We do not live in a - \
single “flatworld.’ Economy Reductionism
Every | collapses all
distinction brings f | Security il Ll
forth a specific — . Confusion mixes
domain of validity. Religion them blindly.

Technology

Distinguish domains without severing them.
| Integrate without reducing them.




L.ove as the Orientation 2
of Retlection

Love is not sentimentality, softness, : Reflection becomes domination.
or approval of everything. It is the Without Love | Distinction becomes negation.

rigorous relational domain in which CRIkZR o LR
the other appears as a legitimate

i . Distinction becomes care,
other In coexistence.

: boundary, and repair.
With Love t prevents distinction from

hecoming a weapon.




The Shared Pattern of
Civilizational Traps

Necessary Function Loss of Integration Self-Protecting Abstraction

Created for protection, coordination, The distinction severs from the living  The concept becomes blind to the life
meaning, or survival. relations that gave it meaning. it was meant to protect. It becomes a
Trap.

/" Atrap is not a mistake; it is a conserved drift. S
We go toward what we conserve. / oty
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The Anatomy of Conserved
Civilizational Drift
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Thucydides Trap Midas Trap Sacred Insecurity Misrelevance
\ + Original: « Original: « Original: Protection of « Original:
\ Security/Survival. Coordination/Exchange. Meaning. Attention/Optimization.

 The Drift: Fear  The Drift: Financial  The Drift: Wounded « The Drift: The wrong
conserved as security claim-sovereignty over ultimacy conserved as things conserved as
(safety through the the life-ground (value violence (revenge and mattering most
| insecurity of others). detached from life). sacred exclusion). (measurable over
meaningful).
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The Great Corrective

The shift from blind drift to the conscious
conservation of life-coherent distinctions.

o~ & & e G
- [t is not the abolition of boundaries, - It is their return to - A life-coherent distinction reveals without
law, money, or science. life-service. reducing, protects without negating, and secures

without imposing permanent insecurity on others.
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From False Conservation \\ A’ﬂ

to Life-Coherent Conservation ﬂ
N\
False Conservation Life-Coherent Conservation ‘

Relational Security
(Safety through mutual recognition)

Life-Value
(Protection of the life-ground)

Fear as Security

Money-Value as Master

Discernment & Repair

Wounded Ultimacy & Revenge (Memory with mercy; justice with life)

Legitimate Coexistence

Domination & Control (Power with, dialogue, shared decision)

Relevance & Wisdom
(Intelligence in service of life)

TN

Misrelevance
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The Life-Coherence Test

Every distinction brings forth a world. Use these questions to test them:

Question 1: What is being distinguished, and what domain is it valid in?

Question 2: What does this distinction reveal, and what dependencies or harms does it obscure?
. Question 3: Whom does it legitimate, and whom does it negate or make disposable?

| Does this distinction preserve, repair, or expand life-capacity? If not, it must be revised.

o
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The Human Question

We come from living relation. We go toward conserved relation.
The future of humanness depends on whether the relations
we conserve remain answerable to life.
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How do we want to live together?

Because how we live together is where we are going.
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