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Extracting growth at the cost of
planetary boundaries.
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The Crisis of Life-Blind Polltlcs 3N\

High formal participation, but
plummeting institutional trust

p—
| Polarization

:' Conflict deteriorating into |
: j ‘ mutual world-denial. j :
‘t-- . ; _ “ I

/ The Root Cause:

& System-Maintenance vs. Life-Maintenance

Our political systems have become highly efficient at measuring
wealth, compliance, and electoral victory, but are completely
“Life-Blind"—unable to register the degradation of life-capacity itself.
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Life-Blind Politics K Life-Coherent Politics

Power over Life. The system demands sacrifice Stewardship of Life. The system is asked to
from life and calls that sacrifice "realism.” ‘ 4 justify itself before life. Living capacity is ¢,
Means (money, law, markets) become ends. 1 the end; systems are the means. /.»-:_'_’,




Re-Grounding Political Legitimacy
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The Life-Ground of Legitimacy

Zone 3

The Canopy: Political ; WN= =/ 7/ -- 7z
Freedom & Rights W = X1 — ) <NZ™t T
Voting, free speech, market e | SY " | : : ‘o '
participation, legal equality.

Zone 2

The Pillar: Social & O S (o) T .
Developmental Viability - Jiif}|(| =) ~ [958 H0F ING

Care, education, health systems,
language, social trust, meaningful work.

Zone 1l
The Roots: Biological
& Ecological Viability

Clean water, breathable air,
secure food, safe shelter,
ecological continuity.

Key Insight: Consent, law, and rights are meaningless if the “Life-Ground” is destroyed. A person with the legal

right to speak, but without food, care, or a habitable ecology, is formally free but functionally abandoned
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> Direct Violence

Physical harm, war, displacement, badlly
coercion.

> Structural Violence 1
Poverty, unequal exposure to pollution, ‘\;
exclusionary education, administrative cruelty. AR
(Harm built into ordinary institutional operations).

Necessities &

Capabilities
(Health, dignity,
belunglng, safety)

> Cultural Violence

|deologies, narratives, and “manufactured
ignorance” that legitimize the structural harm
(e.g., blaming poverty on moral failure).

Peace is not just the cessation of killing (negative
peace). It is the presence of conditions that
allow life to flourish (positive peace).




Navigating the Safe-and-Just Political Space

Inner Boundary:
Social Foundation

The minimum life necessities
(Water, Food, Health, Housing,
Voice).

Rule: No person or community
can be pushed below this line.

Inner Boundary:

Social Foundation

The minimum life necessities
(Water, Food, Health, Housing,
Voice).

Rule: No person or o exceed the
Earth's regenerative capacity.

Outer Boundary:
Ecological Ceiling

Planetary boundaries (Climate
change, Biodiversity loss,
Freshwater depletion).

Rule: No society can exceed the
Earth's regenerative capacity.

The Channel:
Safe & Just Space

Politics is the disciplined art of
navigating this exact
channel—achieving social
provisioning without ecological
overshoot.
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The Civil Commons: Infrastructure of Shared Life

Health Commons

Public health, primary care,
environmental health.

Knowledge Commons

Open science, journalism,
libraries, democratic trust,

le Cc:mmnns
R::mt System

Ecological Commons ‘1

Watersheds, soils,
biodiversity, climate regulation.

. Care work, community
_nhorms, conflict mediation.

The Civil Commons is not a “welfare cost.” It is the living infrastructure
that makes freedom, dignity, and participation real.



Democracy as Relational Coexistence

Step 4: Real Participation 77 o~ 224

Affected beings and communities must have
meaningful influence over the conditions shaping N
their lives, not just a procedural consultation.

Step 3: Nested Governance

Subsidiarity. Power must be aligned with life.
Local agency combined with national
responsibility and planetary accountability.

Step 2: Substantive Capabilities
Voting requires time, health, and education.

Formal equality without material access masks
structural violence.

Step 1: Epistemic Commons

Shared reality. Without trustworthy knowledge, local
journalism, and scientific integrity, democratic
disagreement fragments into mutual world-denial.
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From Polarization to Participatory Repair

Cable 4, Top deck: COmmon Projects

Working together on concrete life-ground issues
(e.g., watersheds, schools) to restore the experience
of a common fate.

cable 3: Material Repair
NN Investing in abandoned regions; addressing
— the precarity that fuels resentment.

cable 2: Truthful Naming WFii
Acknowledging historical wounds and g
current harms without euphemism., Y V. A \

Shared Facts |

Epistemic Rebuilding:
Re-establishing shared facts
\_ and community-ied research.

N
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The Rift (Polarization)

When opponents cease to be co-participants
=e— | and become existential threats.

e g Disagreement turns into mutual

M world-denial.
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The Rift (Polarization) /]
When opponents cease to be co- "
| participants and become existential

| threats. Disagreement turns into
mutual world-denial.

£
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The Living-Field Compass
(The 7-Fold Grammar) _=

Margin
Are we preserving reserves

for resilience, or consuming
them for efficiency?

Constraint

Does this honor life-serving
limits (ecology) or impose life-
suppressing limits (poverty)?

Erosisisn State
Does this honor life-serving [ | = ! abliiercad L' | N == What is the actual condition
limits (ecology) or impose life- ' == | Diagnostic .| | s , of bodies, ecosystems, and

suppressing limits (povert))?

Grammar /J===g,=" " §| trustright now?

e
Rl b L

Disturbance

Are shocks causing collapse,
or revealing truths that force
learning?

Regulation

Do our feedback loops repair
the field, or just force
compliance?

Perception
What can our metrics actually
see? Whose pain is invisible?

Options
Are we expanding real, viable
pathways for the vulnerable?
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Governing Under Constraint & Tragic Choice 4

Before Crisis:
Life-Ground Priority

In emergency, secure the base first.
Protect bodily survival, water, food, and
ecological stability over luxury consumption
or administrative convenience.

After Crisis:
The Repair Obligation

Where harm is imposed, repair must be
built into the decision. Compensation,
restoration, and institutional reform are not
afterthoughts; they are the condition of
political legitimacy.

During Crisis:
Least Suppression & Fairness

Harm is sometimes unavoidable, but the
burden must not fall on those with the least
margin. Name the trade-offs truthfully. Do
not hide tragic costs behind euphemisms
like "efficiency” or "resilience”.
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Clinical ©
Throughput

Embodied
Participation

Treating upstream social determinants (housing,
pollution) rather than just downstream symptoms.

Housing & Land

Speculative
Asset

Treating shelter as a health determinant and condition
of safety, protecting against predatory enclosure. ‘

Climate

Emissions
Math

Holding mitigation and adaptation together. Rapid

decarbonization that protects the margins of the most vulnerable.

Attention
Capture

Epistemic
Health

Protecting shared reality, children's development,
and democratic trust from algorithmic extraction.
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The Life-Coherence Test

A deployable diagnostic to evaluate any policy, budget, or institution.

{1

R :I Does it protect life necessities and human dignity?

——

Does it reduce all forms of violence (direct, structural, cultural)? p

Does it protect and regenerate the civil commons?

-i /| Does it enable real participation by those affected? /

Does it respect ecological limits and safeguard future generations? &
O | [+/| Doesit preserve margins and buffers for future resilience? Oj
g | |
\ & Does it build in structural repair for inherited harm? g

If a policy grows the economy but fails this test, it is administratively active but biologically and politically incoherent.
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The Worlds We Conserve
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1T . Every law, budget, and institution participates in world-conservation. We must
\ ~ choose whether we conserve a world of extraction, suspicion, and sacrifice zones—or
o a world of care, dignity, ecological fit, and democratic repair.
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The first duty of politics is to conserve the possibility of life. Everything else must answer to that.
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