An Economy Answerable to Life

Beyond GDP, Unequal Exchange, and the Life-Coherent Reordering of Progress.

Based on the academic white paper by Dr. Bichara Sahely.
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When the Compass Ignores the Territory
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Key Insight: “"GDP is not merely an incomplete metric. It is the statistical shadow of a deeper

civilizational inversion: the subordination of life-capacity to monetary throughput.”
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The Double Crisis of Misaligned Production
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The Misallocation Engine
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Key Insight: The world economy does not lack productive capacity. It
systematically misallocates it to maximize capital rather than meet human needs.




Unequal Exchange as Cross-Border Life-Drain
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Key Insight: National prosperity cannot be judged in isolation. Real progress

metrics must account for relational accountability and externalized harm.
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The Civilizational Inversion
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A Fourfold Grammar for Reordering Progress
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Diftferentiated Convergence Toward Sufficiency

High-consuming economies shedding destructive
excess (fossil fuels, luxury housing).
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The safe and just space where everyone achieves
decent living standards within planetary limits.

~ Expansion Pathway

Materially deprived societies expanding life-necessary
provisioning (affordable housing, sanitation).

Key Insight: The goal is neither universal austerity nor unrestricted growth. It is

“less where production destroys life, more where necessities remain unmet.”
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Dashboards Require Institutional Power

The Lite-Coherent Institutional Test
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Small Island States as Diagnostic Sites
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Key Insight: SIDS reveal the contradictions of the global order with unusual clarity

because they cannot indefinitely externalize ecological and social costs.
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The 7-Domain Life-Coherent Dashboard
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Bringing Forth an Economy Answerable to Life
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Progress is not aggregate output. An economy is legitimate only insofar as it serves life-capacity, protects the life-
ground, repairs life-damage, and remains democratically answerable to the ecosystems through which life continues.
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