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A Life-Coherent Civilizational Framework for
Great-Power Rivalry, Strategic Stability, and Planetary Repair

Fromn Fear-Based Ownder to Relational Secarity in the L. 5-<China Centory
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power displacing a flashpoints (Iran, 2
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| The Thesis: Civilization is being asked a question that strategy alone cannot answer:
Can great powers recognize a destructive historical pattern before they become governed by it?
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The Thucydides Trap is a Diagnostic, Not a Destiny

Sustainable
Trade

/— Fear
'3._,_“ . — - .
Cultural ‘ - \
Exchange = "
The Historical | - * —
Pattern | |

In 12 of 16 historical cases | : -'
involving a rising power ngg“g‘;ﬁﬁl ’ .)_
challenging a ruling power, P ;

| RN
the outcome was war (Allison, '{ Multilatera
Harvard Belfer Center). | - Institutions

Status

) BN | Shared Resource 'J/ ’ ( \
o | Management .
R—— . Innovation 4 o g ~
Misrecognition | 1he Danger of The
O 4 e Prophecy Escape Valve
4 lance Rigidi
Diverse Diplomatic, Yy gidity Accepting the trap as fiatte Treat the trap asan alarm
E o e forces leaders into assigned h!ell. nota script. &
Fqn_um' : : roles, narrowing the diagnostic opens the future
Civilizational Options imagination until war by revealing where the
appears necessary. system is losing viability.
- y & 9 /

& NotebookLM



B
L

m =
Y Ll
. W\

B " COERCIVE

"
W

! INTERDEPENDENCE s

THE DEFINITION

A paradigm where the security
of one power is pursued

strictly through the insecurity
I of another.

THE SECURITY DILEMMA

Defensive moves appear aggressive.
Interdependence becomes

hostage-dependence.
Technology becomes militarized.
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THE CONSEQUENCE

States secure their borders while neglecting bodies,
civil commons, and planetary stability. They avoid open
war while sustaining structural violence.
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The U.S.-China Civilizational Stress Test
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Cunstralnt Disturbance
High symbolic stakes, 3 (3 Thin crisis margin; <l 8. High-arousal rivalry below (¥ g Local shocks cascade
zero-sum narratives. _ \ rapid escalation risk. _ the threshold of war. ) into systemic crises.

Perception e . Regulation e N Options
The security dilemma Is Elite guardrails are fragile Imagination narrowed
self-confirming. and insufficient. under fear.

System Takeaway: The danger lies in the coupling of all these
elements within a field of dangerously thin margins.
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The Distinctions Required for Civilizational Metanoia

Myth vs. Reality Life-Coherent Reality ‘

a Warning is not Destiny. T

. (History offers patterns, not commandments).

e 7y |
B Strategic Stability is not Peace. \%ﬂ
(Guardrails coexist with structural violence).

i Peer Recognition is not Perm ission?bﬂf“'

. (Post-hegemonic grammar is required). g

_—

7 Interdependence is not Coercion. — |
-« (Efficiency has been confused with resilience).

| 3
Deterrence cannot Heal Fear. X
(It prevents war but institutionalizes paranoia).
_ 4 National Interest is not Ultimate.
_ (ﬂ\must be reordered within planetary life-interest)
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“The Most Acute Flashpoint:
Restoring Taiwan as a Living Society”

The Life-Blind Abstraction

o F
The Abstraction: . The Living Reality:
1 Taiwan is routinely reduced Taiwan is a society of
to a "flashpoint,” ) persons, families,
“semiconductor node,” or \ '\ ecosystems, and future

"alliance credibility test."  [* \ generations.
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The Ethical Floor: No settlement, deterrence strategy, or diplomatic bargain is legitimate if it treats Taiwan's
living society as expendable. The living society must remain more real than the strategic abstraction. -




Deepening Realism: From Strategic to Life-Coherent

The Realism Matrix

Strategic Realism Life-Coherent Realism

States acting strictly as States as instruments within
sovereign powers, ; a wider planetary life-field.

Survival under Preserving shared
existential threat. life-capacity under difference.

Power, domination, and Systemic viability and
strategic advantage. _ ecological resilience.

An arms race for
strategic supremacy.

Viewed as theatres, buffers, w + Living communities with
or bargaining chips. ¥ ¥ s intrinsic civilizational standing.

Life-Coherent Realism does not replace Strategic Realism—it deepens it by answering to the life-ground.
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PREMIUM INTELLIGENCE DOSSIER

Strategic Stability Alone is Insufficient

Prevents
uncontrolled escalation.

Prevents escalation

Q while actively repairing
its causes.

The Shortfall: A rivalry can be

Centers great Conventional gy strategically stable while remaining
nters great-power . 1| A
survival. Stratg_gm A violently life-destructive (e.qg., draining
Stability the civil commons, militarizing Al).

Centers the protection

of ecosystems and
civil commons.

A Manages competition
A through military/diplomatic
guardrails.

Disciplines competition
@ under life-protective
constraints.



The Five Pillars of Life-Coherent Strategic Stability

Pillar 5: Planetary
Repair Diplomacy
Subordinating rivalry to
shared Earth-system repair. Security remains
legitimate only when

answerable to life.

Pillar 4: Technology
Under Constraint

Governing Al, cyber, and
autonomous weapons by their
impact on life-capacity.

Pillar 1: Crisis Non-Escalation
Preserving margin before panic hardens.

Pillar 2: Taiwan
Life-Protection

Shielding the living society
from strategic triggers.

Pillar 3: Civil Commons
Resilience

Protecting food, water, energy,
and health systems from
weaponization.

& NotebookLM



The Architecture of Regenerative Regulation
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The Synthesis Insight:

You cannot achieve national
interest at the top layers if
you are actively destroying
the planetary life-interest

at the foundation.

Durable stability requires

alignment across all thry"
N =g/
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[nstitutional Pathways for Repair

STATION 1 STATION 5
Track-One (/. \ Planetary Benchmarks
Diplomacy @ | 2 | &Narrative Repair

Channels that remain Dismantling enemy-image
open even when trust is absolutism through
entirely absent. Earth-system cooperation.

Relieving
Systemic Pressure
Through Continuous

Institutional
STATION 2 STATION 4
Mil-to-Mil Civil Commons
Risk Reduction Compacts
Deterrence explicitly Shielding hospitals, food
embedded within de- logistics, and energy grids

escalation architecture. from geopolitical coercion.

STATION 3
Regional Life-Protection Forums

Giving agency back to the Indo-Pacific;

preventing the region from being
reduced to a mere “theatre”.



The Practical Test: Before You Act...

Before approving an arms package: Does it increase or
~~ decrease the probability that Taiwan’s people can continue
living without catastrophic disruption?

Before imposing export controls: Does it increase systemic
fragility or incentivize technological militarization?

f"

Before deploying Al military systems: Does it reduce the |

and planetary life-ground more secure than before?
‘ s - .

v/
human margin needed for restraint? ’M{

Before claiming strategic victory: Are the civil commons :
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The Systemic Metanoia

The final question is not simply whether China
and the United States can avoid war.

 Itis whether civilization can bring forth a world
In which no people's safety depends upon
another people's fear.

Power must be restrained by life.
Sovereignty disciplined by responsibility.
Deterrence subordinated to de-escalation.
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