Life-Coherent
Jurisprudence:
The Inversion:
Legal Drift and
the Repair of Law

Why law drifted from serving life to serving
abstraction—and how we bring it back.

Core Premise: Life came before law. & ™73
Law is legitimate only when nested : i
.. in the conditions of life. A=) | A



Before Law, There Was Life
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& Key Insight: The later abstractions depend on the earlier life-ground. 2

The life-ground does not depend on the abstractions.
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Focus: Surviving and flourishing together.
Food comes before profit; care comes before contract.

Money-value sequencing solved real civilizational coordination problems (trade, scale, storage).

\ The Blind Spot: It translates living relations into exchangeable quantities, creating a fatal disconnect from life- -consequences.
’ ote




The Great Inversion:
When the Servant Becomes the Master

; ' Symptoms of Inversion
The Great Inversion occurs ymp

when legal systems . Property protected
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The Architecture of Abstraction: Translating Life into Quantity

Abstraction Funnel

Living Relations The Machine Outputs

i& [

A Flowing A Human Family A Towering Classification: Measurement: Alienability:

River (Care) Ancient Forest Sorting life into Reducing life Severing relation A Timber Asset
legal boxes to numbers from context
Law makes life legible by It reveals title, but It reveals debt, but It reveals legal personality,
stripping its context. conceals dispossession. conceals unmet need. but conceals life-responsibility.
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Law as Conserved Coordination: The Inertia of Legal Drift B
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a Law is not merely a static |~
command,; it is a repeated J_
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~ pattern of coordination. /:]

Precedent
| records decisions
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Enforcement Legal Education | because of continuous b e

coercive power [\ M7 - /| transmits ways of seeing
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evolutionary blindness. J
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Law Speaks 1n Concepts, but Lives in Emotion .
'E"""'“Th'éa'rid“’--- \ [ \The Root )/ '

g

Provisioning/

o

3 \ N \ |

i
.

F

A

Y

.‘:I,! %E.'Elt'y'"‘:’h_«\’ | —}pr-unsibilitﬁ ! ‘. . //
] i-k\,& 'Emotions) ﬂ; R T Emotions of # =< /4~

=

. d‘l,_..-' 1 S\ I- . 1
Hl-ll_erarchy |

- i _‘_,.-- .
_. ( Humility“? :
——

I Superiority |M |
1-9 _
B "

T
‘ Vep_gf_ance

B social |
Abandonment |

el - M g | . - .
T

Every rational legal system rests on an unexamined emotional foundation.
You cannot fix the law without addressing the fear or scarcity that sustains it.

L The Insight: Indifference to harm is often distance + abstraction + procedure. s |
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Drift Pathologies: When Violence is Perfectly Legal

N_____ | Slavery

Colonialism
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Ecocide

(Conserved Distinction: Persons as Property)

A system can be internally coherent, procedurally perfect, and utterly life-blind.

(Conserved Distinction: Conquest as Jurisdiction)

The illusion of innocence: We assume legality equates to legitimacy.

(Conserved Distinction: Destruction as Compliance)

The Challenge: What current ‘lawful’
systems are tomorrow’s drift pathologies?




The Radiating Impact of Legal Harm

|
+ Law often only sees |

the point of impact
(the broken rule).

e Life-coherent
jurisprudence tracks
the full biological and
social cascade.
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Making the Invisible Visible: The Diagnostic Toolkit

Lens 1:

Johan Galtung

(Seeing the Shapes
of Violence)

—— e Rl @29/ Humberto >
To repair the Great (N NS Maturana These three diagnostic
Inversion, we cannot (Measuring Life-Value @V N\ (Evaluating Legitimate pillars form a unified

vs. Money-Value) @\)| Coexistence) triage framework to |

AEITEIGCRUERIE
legitimacy of our laws.

just change rules;
we must change
perception.
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Pillar 1 (Galtung): Moving Beyond the “Visible Blow”

Cultural Violence %

(Narratives like "they are lazy,"
“It's just business,’ "growth is necesgaryn}
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Dlrect V‘nlence v |
{Assault pﬂllce brutality, theft}

r
Structural Violence _,’;
(Poverty, toxic exposure, Y
systemic debt, —
unaffordable housing)

ok

Law usually only
punishes what is above
the water.

Worse, it actively uses
property and contract law
to protect the massive
structures below the
surface.

The Diagnostic:
What structural vlolen
does this law
conceal?
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« Life-Value
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Does this law enable or disable Life-Capacity?

Money-value is a false universal equivalent.
Profit is not evidence of value if it disables the
range of thought, felt being, or life-support.

Pillar 2 (McMurtry): The Life-Value Compass
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The Diagnostic: Who receives

the money-value, and who
absorbs the life-disvalue?
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Pillar 3 (Maturana): The Relational Ethic of Coexistence

Future Legal Personhood
Generations ¢ Ecosystems
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- The Unhoused
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Migrants

1. Law determines who
can appear before it as a
- rights-bearing subject.
2

) The Great Inversion

_. grants massive legal
= personhood to abstractions
(corporations) while
rendering living beings
Invisible.

The Diagnostic:
Does this legal distinction allow the

affected other to arise as a legitimate
other, or does it erase them?
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The Re-Nesting: epair as Recoordination

The goal is not to abolish y ‘ V> Property becomes

property, contracts, or } A stewardship.
corporations, but to 4 N
re-nestthem. L. | e ¥ Contract demands

meaningful consent.

) Debt bows to life
necessities.

@& Sovereignty becomes
responsibility.
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Responsibility Without Revenge

Every person remains a legitimate other.
Every visible life-harm requires responsibility.
Every responsibility must be oriented toward repair.

Closing Thought: Law becomes worthy of life when it ceases to be the memory
of victorious power, and becomes a living practice of shared repairr.
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