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DESTINY, ENCLOSURE,
OR LIFE-COHERENT
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A Development Project Intervenes in a Living System

(The Life-Ground)
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Development is not simply
inserting concrete into empty space;
it is a structural coupling.

The Destiny project must be evaluated
on a single, non-negotiable metric:

Does this intervention strengthen or
d weaken the island’s capacity to remain
4  alive, coherent, and seif-authoring?




The Allure of
Transformative
Promises
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Nevis has legitimate, urgent needs for | Public Infrastructure | o) /
resilient infrastructure, dignified work, (HospitaisbEERl tlyy V o ( 70%
and climate adaptation. The Destiny 200/ J | Renewable Energy
promises are highly attractive. ' : _— = - ° fwaterSeciy
But a community that needs ; 1 9 6 00 Permanent Profit
opportunity must be careful not to | 7 Share for Nevis 4 S
trade its autonomy for unverified S— ) - - V &
: Projected Jobs
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The Missing Keystone of Democratic Legitimacy

The Undisclosed

Development Agreement §
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A\ SSZ Legislation |
Y/ (The Authorization Act) [
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Evaluating Destiny
without the
Development
Agreement is
impossible.

This hidden document
dictates:

- Concessions & Fiscal
Exposure

- Dispute Mechanisms &
Arbitration

- Environmental Duties
- Termination Rights &
Penalties

Disclosure is not a
courtesy; it is the absolute

precondition for consent.
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Enabling Development o
or Engineering o |
Legal Enclosure? Ryt ol
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The power to introduce “Zone
Laws' and ‘Zone Bylaws.

/ Risk: Quasi-public authority
[ over a large territory. W
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... Notwithstanding anything contained in any o ..

enactment, the provisions of this Act shall prevail... - : i
& | /) Dispute Resolutiorg |

=
e |
4

...granting power to introduce “Zone Laws" and
“Zone Bylaws" within the Zone...

pEET

L N
...established mechanisms for dispute resolution, .

StatES: "NG’[WHhS’[andiﬂg al‘ly"[hing operating outside the ordinary courts... . .
contained in any enactment.” sz_:hamsmsnnutmde the
. . ordinary courts.
{ Risk: Blank-check exemptions from 5 B e bpaed
labor, environmental, or tax laws. R Risk: Private, investor-state
N - _// it  arbitration.
— ) — - /
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The Act creates a legal pathway for a differentiated space—an enclave where public law risks
being reduced to private contract, and citizenship risks being subordinated to residency.
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The Enclosure Paradigm
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ﬂ. ) Transactional, post-hoc consultation
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\. ’_ Private justice & legal exceptionalism
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—{ Two Paradlgms for Island Development -

. o V

Segregated security & exclusive aecess] \ \

L

- The Life- Cotl_er_ent Paradlgm J

Ordinary courts & public law supremacy J |
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Transparent, audited, public return
# Regenerative, water-positive
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¢ Integrated policing & guaranteed pubhc
“®® commons
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Ongoing democratic co-design
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A high-centrast diagnostic matrix for evaluating development frameworks.
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Vital Risks: Sovereignty and Democracy
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W No developer can exercise policing, =

L immigration, or judicial authority.
Public law must remain strictly S S
A ¥ supreme. . g
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Democratic Legitimacy

& Post-hoc consultation is not consent.
Escazu Agreement standards demand early, §
% Escazu-grade environmental democracy.

Sl

/) Warning: Consent Distortion

P | -
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The ethical danger of the developer’s reported
USS100 monthly direct payment to residents W
3 contingent on project approval.
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Land & Culture

Ecology & Water

| 2,400 Acres (10% of Nevis) | ]

) T il P e
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- & Red Line: Permanent guarantees against displacement
by price and loss of visual sovereignty.

]

Cumulative energy

& & water demand N W,
Desalination ' Wastewater
brine disposal nutrient runoff

, — s
™ Landis memory, inheritance, and living ecology—not a h
vacant asset. Sustainability must be measured by binding

b F

’ L metabolic thresholds, not green branding. gl — —




Small Island
Demographic Base _

Circular
Economy
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e . Large-scale
Offshore = OpaqueTa Local Broad-Based . -
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:] | Red Line: Enclave risk with weak local Red Line: Distortion of electoral balance and .. E
| spillovers and drained public revenue. privatized security replacing public order. [

4 | "™ True economic development builds local capability; it L | |
N == § never replaces local autonomy with foreign dependency. 4= — —~ « 77/
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| r Living systems must remain open to survive, but openness requires Boundary A
;l Intelligence—the wisdom to welcome what enhances life and refuse what diminishes it. | |
-+ |  Alife-coherent approach filters out enclosure while integrating true development. f — 4+ 7, 4




Translation Engine = =
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The Covenant must guarantee...

—

hiring quotas, and fully funded
ll_ capability-training pathways.

J

4 Enforceable wage floors, strict local (

| F- Publicly audited, transparent
accounting with strict anti-debt-loading
l rules and sunset clauses.
L E— 'J‘
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thresholds, water-positive requirements, | [\
and absolute no-go habitat zones. r ) "

Binding, independent ecological L ‘ [
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Mapping the Stakeholder Ecolog “ e in
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“A soclety cannot author its
destiny if half its voices are
locked out of the room. The

structural coupling of this project

requires the lived knowledge of
the entire Island ecology.”

JJ

Opaque, traditional
closed-door model

Fishers, Farmers & Environmental

r 4

Bodies _
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® Youth, Elders, Heritage { 3
Custodians & Diaspora -

Future Generations




/ The Covenant Redemgn Process: |
Pausing for Clanty

A—__ —
Phase IV: &

> [, \) N Citizens' ¥ A
\ R Assembly S /Y 3

Forming a public
deliberative council

to weigh the evidence .

free from external 4

| Phase III
" Deep Stakeholder £
‘. Deliberation & 2

True island listening,
incarperating the
fuil Stakeholder

N Independent ]
Publle Review & 7

Rigorous legal,
. Wl fiscal, and ecological
1 stress-testing by
uncompromised

Halt approvals.
8 Release the unredacted
Development
Agreement and all
annexes.

Slowing dewn to build consensus. }
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& The Covenant Redesign Process:
Authoring the Future

Building public
~ dashboards and
Instituting periodic,
democratic :
W mandate renewals. }¢.

Rejecting mega-

= % | raject lock-in in
ey '| 118 favor of adaptive,
4 Fhi‘:‘lSE VIR scaled, reversible

'f Ratification development.

Publishing a
traceability matrix
of how citizen
concerns altered

Covenant Redemgn
2 & Legal Repalr

Rewriting the agreement
based on public
non-negotiables.

Stripping out
exceptionalism.

Repfac:.'ng .rrrevers:bfe mega-project nské
w:th adaptwe reversible governance
& NotebooklM
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tiny of Nevis?.:
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The future of this 1sland should not be negotiated as a private development
opportunity. It must be brought forth through a public covenant of
life, law, land, ecology, democracy, and belonging.

Pause. Disclose. Assess. Deliberate. Redesign. Then decide.
The life-coherent answer to ‘Who authors Destiny?’ is: Nevis must.
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