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The Claim (July 2026):

Former British Home Secretary Suella
Braverman argued that former colonies
should repay Britain for the
investment, institutions, and democratic
structures provided through empire.
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4 dThe Rebuttal:
arbados Prime Minister Mja
Mottley rejected the proposition
that the descendants of enslaved
People should pay for the
machinery that oppressed them.
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~ THE COLONIAL PORT AS AN EXTRACTION MACHINE

Annotated “X-Ray” of Colonial Infrastructure and Institutions |
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1@ TheRoad:

il
~ pathway designed to carry |
‘| plantation commodities to |

Not a public gift. A

the harbor. J
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| l@ The Court:

“Not an institution of justice.

| ownership in enslaved
| persons and enforcing the

] 1 property order.

A system protecting
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(2)  The Port:
' Not an economic investment.
A mechanism built to

- export sugar produced by
enslaved labor.
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(4)The Bureaucracy:

—.

Not benevolent
institution-building.
A machine to collect taxes,
discipline labor, and
administer imperial
~commerce.

L

&€ Survival is not evidence of benevolence. Adaptation is not consent.

The later transformation of an institution does not erase the
coercive purposes for which it was originally designed. %9
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| (What 1s Counted)
|V Cost of administralion
LR %géﬁ/y /,@/uﬁ[édf&ﬂ

The books balance only because most of
life has been excluded from the ledger.

The Imperial Ledger

The Omitted Ledger
(What is Hidden)

- Uncompensated human labor |

- Appropriated land and
extracted minerals

- Ecological degradation and
cultural destruction

- Loss of opportunities for
autonomous development
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Heavy Side:

Parliamentary Compensation
for Slave Owners

The state recognized the

financial loss of ownership.
Legally recognized property
claims were paid out in full.

To describe this machinery as a “gift” reproduces the original accounting logic:
The expenditure of power is counted. The lives consumed by that expenditure disappear.
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constrained |and 282 @
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Colonial slavery
joined these two logics:

MLOQH: The system that demands the
sacrifice of life to preserve its own order.
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Moloch received the sacrifice,
Mammon kept the accounts.
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MAMMON: Commodities,

financial claims, and wealth
elevated into a governing value,
entirely detached from the living
living systems it consumed.

Prisoners do not owe the jailer for constructing
the prison. Colonised peoples do not owe an

empire for building the infrastructure through
which their land and labor were extracted.
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The Accountability Matrix

Concept

Definition

Can it be inherited?

Modern Analogy

Personal Guilt

What an individual has
done.

No

Criminal liability.

Institutional
Responsibility

Obligations carried by
continuing bodies (states,
banks, monarchies).

Vee

States inheriting previous
governments’ treaties,
debts, and borders.

Accumulated
Advantage

Wealth, authority, and
property inherited from
earlier arrangements.

Yes

Corporate endowments
and inherited estates.

Unrepaired Harm

Consequences shaping the
health, land, and wealth of
later generations.

Yes

Intergenerational poverty
and vulnerability.
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An institution cannot coherently inherit the
estate while refusing its liabilitie.
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What Reparations
Are-NOT

Not inherited personal guilt or
collective punishment.

Not charity (which is discretionary and
depends on the giver’s generosity).

Not revenge (which seeks suffering
in return for suffering).

Not an indiscriminate transfer of
money between innocent individuals.

What Reparations
ARE

\/ Truthful recognition of
historical harm.

Assumption of responsibility by
continuing institutions.

effects remain active in the present.

Restoring responsibility to the

v/
\/ Material repair of harms whose
v

places from which it was removed.
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R - Public Health & Chronic

Disease Prevention

- Ecological & Coastal

Stewardship

(Financial transfers without
institutional transformation

leave dependency intact).

Economic
dependence

Weakened

health systems

Restored Capacities

- Scientific & Technological
Autonomy

- Regional Sovereignty
& Food Security

The Mechanism: Material Repair
and Institutional Transformation

Suppressed Disrupted

autonomy

culture

Historical Damage

Reparatlons as Life-Capacity Restoratlon'

Colonia

ism did not only remove wealth; it damaged the capacities through which societies sustain themselves.

No financial payment can fully price stolen freedom—money is a means of repair, not its final measure.
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|
The Reparatory Commons

Turning reparations from a backward-looking transaction into a forward-building programme of justice.

Regional \ ,_ ' N —, /

Public-Health Climate-Resilient
Institutes Infrastructure

Reducing dependence on Strengthening populations
external markets for against shocks intensified
essential medicines. by historical vulnerability.

The Reparatory
Commons: Durable
institutions created for the
shared benefit of present
and future generations;
collectively protected
capacity.

Ecological
Restoration

Trusts

Returning degraded land
and coastal systems
to collective
stewardship.

Pu blic—lntereh
Development \

.' || Financing infrastructure

/ s /—— without reproducing
.°_\\Q§\é \\\ i \ unpayable colonial
| . | . | | ! ! - - ‘t\d ebt cycles.
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SRR ilasi1le Reparations Framework

: : E The The
Orice oikll Mechanism Reparatory
: Debtor = &% of Repair Commons
bypassed £
54 11§ =/ =\ N7/
ompensated 0 o state .; : e Debt cancellation, » Restoration of
oo B orporatic d N material resource Life-Capacity (health,
ealth, ¢ ) i at hold transfers, and ecology, science,
overeig ¥ ated 48l institutional self-determination).

advantage E transformation.

The goal is not to replace colonial subordination with permanent reliance on former colonial powers.
It is to restore the conditions required for genume self-determination.
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Correcting the Account

Reparatory justice restores the causal relationship between wealth and extraction.
It distinguishes personal guilt from institutional responsibility.
It rejects collective blame while refusing institutional amnesia.

It ends the moral inversion through which domination presents itself as generosity.

Mammon cannot remain the sole keeper of the account.

Moloch cannot define sacrifice as development.
And the sacrificed must never again be told to thank the altar.
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