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The statement that exposed the inversion

“Britain’s former colonies “The descendants of
§hould repay Brl.tau? for the The Touer that enslaved people should
investment, institutions e TG ediesith not be asked to pay for
and democratic structures now presents itself the machinery that

as the provider

provided through empire.” N

oppressed them.”

— Suella Braverman, July 2026 — Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of Barbados
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Defining Colonial Debt Reversal

Colonial debt reversal occurs when the extracting power portrays
itself as the creditor and the extracted people as debtors.

> Deve N

The infrastructure of extraction is detached from its purpose
and presented as evidence of generosity.
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Survival is not evidence of benevolence

> % Did not provide neutral justice; it :
-—i protected ownership in enslaved persons Th E [ | ]
e Al and enforced the colonial property order. e plre

The Court\ |

The Road

Not a public gift; a conduit carrying
plantation commodities from
stolen land to the coast.

o f ‘ Built to export sugar produced by enslaved
g ‘ labour, organizing the movement of wealth

The Port away from the colony.

Independent societies may later adapt inherited institutions for public good, but adaptation is not consent.
The Land The later transformation of a structure does not erase its original coercive purpose.
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The fundamental error of the inherited guilt fallacy

Personal Guilt Institutional Responsibility

Obligations carried by

Focus | What an individual has done vy .
continuing bodies

States, corporations, banks,

Entity Type Citizens, individuals ; o ;
Y : universities, monarchies

Yes. Persists across
generations of shareholders,
directors, and governments

No. Cannot be transmitted

' ?
bl by ancestry or citizenship

Reparations are not about making innocent individuals pay for the past.
They are about restoring responsibility to the places from which it has been removed.
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An institution cannot inherit the estate while refusing its liabilities

States, corporations, and

| When continuity
monarchies routinely inherit:

conveys responsibility
for historical injustice,
obligations are
suddenly declared
extinct.

- Treaties and borders
- Public assets and
endowments

- Legal authority and
constitutional standing

- Prestige and \
accumulated wealth

Will continuing institutions be permitted to inherit the advantages produced
through historical injustice while declaring the corresponding debts void?
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The talsified colonial balance sheet

The Imperial Ledger - Counted The True Cost - Excluded
Costs of administration Uncompensated labour
Military protection Appropriated land
Public works Extracted minerals
Roads Exported agricultural wealth
Harbours Taxes on the colonised

Government buildings Ecological degradation
Cultural destruction

The books of empire balance only because most of
human life has been excluded from the ledger.
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The asymmetry of the emancipation settlement

The Enslaved

Received no compensation for
the theft of labour, destruction
of kinship, or bodily violence.

The Slave Owners

Parliament authorized
substantial compensation for
slave owners whose legally
recognized property claims
were terminated.

Instead, they were subjected to a
further period of compulsory

The state recognized the apprenticeship.

financial loss of ownership.
The state ignored the human

loss of being owned.

The expenditure of imperial power is counted.
The lives consumed by that expenditure disappear.
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Converting human captivity into financial value

~

Tribute to Mammon

The MOlOCh / Mammon Engine - ~ {:':'( | Lives and labour systematically

( ) converted into commaodities,
5 j legal property, and national
[ - enrichment, detached from the
& living systems they destroyed.
B

W)

F o
J Interlocking Institutional Structure
Sacrifice to Moloch ¥ ¢ Slavery was not private wrongdoing—it was
Human beings sacrificed to sustained by an interlocking machine of state
plantation production and " power, colonial administration, courts, law,
imperial commerce. and military force.

Prisoners do not owe the jailer for constructing the prison.
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What reparatory justice actually means

Reparations are not collective punishment, racial revenge, or discretionary charity.

1 }Truthful
» | Recognition

Acknowledging the
demonstrable historical
relationship between past
harm and present conditions.

N\

Institutional
Assumption

JA

A\

|dentifying the continuing
bodies responsible and
restoring obligation to the
places from which it was
removed.

Material
Repair

3.

\

Addressing historically
accumulated harms whose
effects, advantages, and
governing structures
remain active in the
present.

Money matters because material injury requires a material response,
but money is merely a means of repair—not its final measure.
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From financial transaction to life-capacity restoration

The Goal

" Alife-coherent theory |
“ of reparations asks what
capacities were diminished,

distorted, or prevented
- Maintaining publlc health from developing.

- Educating children and preserving knowledge
- Governing territory and protecting ecosystems
- Building autonomous scientific institutions
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% The deeper measure of reparations is not how much cash is transferred;
but whether the conditions of life have been restored.

I e e 2 & NotebookLM




Building the Reparatory Commons

. Durable institutions created for the shared benefit of present and future generations,
| designed to repair inherited deficits and prevent their repetition.

The Reparatory Commons

Architecture —
i .i_h.lj. == . _ ;J._-'. "kau.__ e o
& | | -I I &
Public Ecological Research Economic
Health Trusts Education Resilience
Regional pharmaceutical Restoring degraded Expanding scientific Public-interest
institutions to end reliance land, coastal ecosystems, autonomy, cultural development banks to
on external markets. and climate adaptation. repositories, and finance infrastructure
o ks i scholarships. without unpayable debt.

Reparatory Resources

The ultimate goal is to replace colonial subordination with
the conditions required for true regional sovereignty.
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A forward-building programme of justice

Turning reparations from a backward-looking transaction
into a forward-looking institutional transformation.

- What preventable harm has
been reduced?

- What dependency has been
overcome?

- What public capacity has been
returned to collective control?

| The Safeguards

To ensure resources materially improve ordinary lives, Reparatory Commons require:

: - Transparency and public participation
1. - Measurable life-capacity outcomes
- Intergenerational stewardship
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Correcting the Account

Restoring
Causality

We must restore the
causal relationship
between wealth and
extraction, institutions
and domination, inher-
rited advantage and
inherited harm.
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" Demanding
Consistency
We reject institutional

amnesia. We must
continuity where it

|| conveys responsibility,

not just where it
conveys advantage.

The purpose is to end
the moral inversion
through which domina-
-tion presents itself as
gerosity, extraction as
investment, and the
Injured as debtors.
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Mammon cannot remain the
sole keeper of the account.
Moloch cannot define sacrifice
as development.

rificed must never again
‘to thank the altar.



