THE SYMBOLIC WOMB

Human Becoming, Languaging, and the Exosomatic Evolution of Intelligence.
From the Evolved Nest to Life-Coherent Human-Al Co-development.

Dr. Bichara Sahely
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We are the species completed outside our skin.

The Myth of the Self-Sufficient Mind

The Abstraction: The autonomous adult entering the world
as a completed mind.

The Error: Treats care, culture, and shared infrastructure as
optional external tools rather than the constitutive
conditions of personhood.

Relational Intelligence

The Reality: The unfinished human. We achieve
independence through profound dependency.

The Insight: Capacities are grown within relations before
they are exercised by individuals.
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Protected Exploration:
Time to explore variations
without immediate survival
stakes.

Prolonged Brain Maturation:
Higher-order networks remain
open to environmental

Secondary Altriciality:
coordination for decades.

Born physically vulnerable due
to intersecting metabolic and

bipedal constraints.

Human incompleteness permits a range of worlds to enter development. The organism is

not programmed; it is left open to be historically structured by the environment.
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The biological-relational ground of human becoming.
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The nest does not merely keep the child alive. It forms their regulatory, relational, and

moral capacities. It makes uncertainty survivable and therefore explorable.
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Childrearing is rarely an individual achievement.
Distributed Regulation:
[ andcmotonl eglaton he |
/ / infant does not }'Egt pOSSess.
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Social Precocity: Plural
, caregiving selects for infants
skilled at recruiting and

maintaining shared attention.

Ecology of
Cooperative Care

Protection .
|

( Mother & Infant

Time

Neighbors

= Human minds became powerful because humans became  ws

able to carry one another’s unfinishedness.
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Cooperatwe remembering and the transmlssmn of Worlds

ELDERS:
-% Intergenerational
Generative Reserve

Ecological Social Conflict Technical

grovisioning el Knowledge Memory Mediation Skill
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PARENTS/ALLOPARENTS | — CHILDREN

Elders are living exosomatic memory. They carry temporal depth, allowing a community to

survive low-frequency crises by remembering what the present generation has never seen.
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The protected space between stimulus and violence.

« Play (suspension of ordinary consequences) -
« Teaching (tolerance of novice incompetence) -
-« Language (repairable misunderstanding)
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Relational Time 4

Selection against reactive aggression created the relational interval required for symbolic culture.
A symbolic world cannot arise where every mistake ends the relationship.
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Culture as developmental infrastructure
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Languaging: Ritual & Law:
Making distinctions Stabilizing shared
available to beings attention and moral

whose needs matter expectations
(The Maternal Gift)
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Reconstructed Niches:
We inherit not just genes, but environments

The Symbolic Womb is the Evolved Nest becoming culturally and institutionally
self-reflective. Bodily regulation transitions into cultural regulation.
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Reliable External Support
(Elders, Archives, Institutions)

Relaxed Internal Maintenance
(Functional Masking)

Differential Loss &
Specialization

Higher-Order Capacity &
Constitutive Dependency

When a function is reliably
supplied by the environment,
the organism no longer needs
to maintain it internally.

We achieved higher-order
cognitive capacity by
outsourcing memory and
regulation to our communities
and tools.
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When the womb becomes an enclosure.

The Denesting Cascade

Erosion uf the Nest
Isolation, loss of free play,
commodification of care

Defensive Subjectivity
Insecure worlds produce vigilant,
withdrawn individuals

Protectionist Morality
Moral orientations bias
toward dominator systems
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Symbullc Capture
Vulnerability is exploited to
reproduce institutional power

Denesting preserves developmental dependence not to support maturation l

|
. into participation, but to permanently control the person formed within it.
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Large Language Models as
exosomatic symbolic organs.

The Exosomatic Arc
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LLMs represent a new recursion. External symbolic systems no \ -
longer merely store or transmit signs; they dynamically recombine |™ 2
humanity's accumulated linguistic inheritance in response to us.




Simulated care and the false coherence trap
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Epistemic Epistemic
Humility B Agency

(Acknowledged uncertainty, /4 (Truthful discovery,
high reality contact). // N acknowledging limits).

Disoriented
Certainty

(Low certainty, low (High certainty, low /
reality contact). | reality contact). i,

Y-AXis
Reality Contact (Low to High)
\

\/

— X-AXis
Subijective Certainty (Low to High)

An LLM can provide the linguistic form of care, explanation, or reassurance without
the embodied vulnerability of a caregiver. It can reduce a user's subjective
uncertainty while severing them from reality.




The Second Self-Domestication:
Are we domesticating Al, or
is it domesticating us?
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Al acts as a zone of supported development.
It preserves struggle, demands verification, and
gradually transfers responsibility back to the learner.

User & Al

o Interface

Pathological Infantilization

Al acts as a substitute performer. It delivers
polished output instantly, bypassing the learning
process and ensuring permanent deskilling.



— Evaluating technology that serves life AN

Nest-Compatible Al

Denesting Al
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Replaces human care with simulated intimacy

Enlarges user’s capacity to inquire and judge

Bypasses learning to deliver immediate completion

Transparent, reversible, and plural

Opaque, monopolistic, and centralizes
epistemic authority

Acknowledges ecological and human labor costs

Al must be judged by whether it protects the living ecology of development,
not just by whether it can imitate that ecology’s language

Extracts commons to simulate frictionless service
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What must the womb conserve?

Responsive Symbolic

Infrastructure (Al) / e

Evolved Nest = Symbolic Womb — Responsive Symbolic Infrastructure

We are the species completed outside its skin. Our goal is not to reject artificial support—which we have always relied

upon—but to ensure our technological infrastructure remains a civil commons that protects unfinished human beings.
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